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A LETTER 
On the principles of the christian faith, addressed to Miss Catherine 
Sinclair. 
(Concluded from page 359, vol. 4.) 


Ido not much wonder that the people of this world, find the 
exercises of devotion so tiresome. To them, they surceal nothing 
but gloomy, or at best, uninteresting ideas; but to the christian, 
they present views, which are not only sublime and interesting, 
but transporting and delightful, nay, sometimes, when he is en- 
abled by the spirit of God, to draw nigh, with the full assurance 
of faith, or when he is listening to an eloquent sermon from an 
evangelical preacher, he almost feels as if he were already trans- 
ported to that heaven to which his thoughts habitually te nd. 

I observe further, that the belief of this system of doctrine, must 


have a still more direct tendency, to promote in us the love of 


Christ. Surely those who believe him to be their own Saviour, 
and that he died for them, will feel more love and gratitude to- 
wards him, than those who merely look upon him as ‘the Saviour 
of sinners in general. They can adopt the language of St. Peter, 
and exultingly speak of their Redeemer, as of him, “Whom not 
having seen they love;—whom, though now they see him not, yet 
believing they rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory;”* 
and this love to Christ, produces in their souls a sincere love ‘and 
affection for their fellow-creatures. As the blessed Jesus is now 
in heaven, and they upon earth, they cannot personally give him 
any proofs of their affectionate gratitude; but they can do what 
they now, is, in his estimation, equivalent. You of course re- 
member the beautiful and affecting words of our adorable Re- 
deemer; *“Forasmuch as ye did it unto one of the least of these my 
brethreu, ye did it unto me.”t—These words make a strong im- 
pression upon every real christian. When he beholds an object 
in distress, whom it isin his power to relieve, he looks upon it as 
an opportunity of pegs his gratitude to him, “Who died for his 
offences, and rose again for his justification.”} 

I would further remark, that all mankind may be divided into 
two classes:—Those who are christians, and those who are not. 
Now a christian, finds ne difficulty whatever, in loving his fellow 
christians, as they have the same views, the same hopes, the same 
desires, the same fears, the same aversions, and the same Savierr. 


® 1 Peter, i. 8. + Matt. xxv. 40, + Rom. ir. 25. 
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-So complete a sympathy cannot fail to excite affection and esteem: 
and with regard to those who are not christians though a believer 
does not love in the same manner thathe loves bis brethren, (I 
mean, that he does not take pleasure in their society:) and that 
he cannot join in their feelings and sentiments, vet he looks upon 
them with the sincerest pity, and with an anxious wish to pro- 
mote their spiritual benefit. As he knows, by experience, the full 
value of the change which has passed upon his own heart, he is de- 
sirous to communicate that bliss to all around him: and as he truly 
loves his Saviour, he is solicitous to increase the number of his sub- 
jects. This desire to do good, prompts him to avoid whatever 
might appear harsh and repulsive, and to be courteous and oblig- 
ing, kind and benevolent, even to those whom he cannot esteem, hop- 

g, that by these means, he may gain access to their hearts, and may 
benoelll the honored instrument, of promoting their eternal salvation. 

Thus I have endeavoured to prove. I hope to your satisfaction, 
that the evangelical system of religion, has the most direct and 
powerful tendency, to. promote, in our hearts, the love of God, and 
of our neighbours; and if I have proved this, I have proved every 
thing: for, as our Saviour observes. “Qn tiiese two commandments 
hang all the law and the Prophets;’* that is to say, these who truly 
love God and their neighbour, will fulfil-all the various duties 
which they owe to both. 

I cannot, however, quit this part of my subject, without making 
one observation more, which 's, that the faith of the gospel, is our 
best preservation against the snares, both of prosperity and of ad- 
versity; which remark I propose to explain at some length. 

To ‘begin then with prosperity. The chief danger attending that 
state is, that it strongly exposes us to the temptation of becoming 
“Lovers of plea-ure, more than lovers of God;”’t+ and this danger is 
considerably increased, when those, whose outward circumstances 
are on the whole prosperous, are also young and lively, and have 
been introduced into gay and fashionable circles. ecseae } in such 
circumstauces may be said to stand on the brink ef a precipice. 
They run the greatest risk of being drawn into the vortex of folly 
and dissipation, in which all sense of religion is likely to be swal- 
lowed up. But the fa th of the xospel—that faith which I have 
been describing, not only fortifies the mind against such tempta- 
tioris, but I might aimost venture to say, that, to a real believer, 
they cease to be temptations at all. Ask an eminent christian, who 
has just been rejoicing in his Saviour, whether he would be willing 
to give up these deiightlal contemplations, or even to suspend the 
exercise of them for a while, that he might go toa play. or a ball, or 
read a nove! aud he would be apt to smile at the question. Not only 
does he !vok upon these amusements aS vain, and ensnaring, not 
only does he know they are apt to steal away the heart from Gol, 
to dispose him four the excercises of devotion, and to draw him 
back. as it were, to that world from whence he has with so much 
difficuity escaped: sotonty does he avoid them on these accounts, but 
he can with Wutli say, that he has lost altogether his reiish for them. 

* Matt. xxii. 40. + 2 Tim, iii. 4. 
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in the same manner, as you, now that you are grown up, have lost your 
relish for the toys and amusements of children. It is true, indeed, 
that a christian may be so circumstanced, as to be obliged to mix 
more with gay circles, and to join more in vain diversions, than he 
could wish; but when that is the case, he will enter into them with 
real reluctance, and wiil gladly escape from them as soon as he 
can. 

I ought to add, however, especially in writing to a young per- 
son like you, ‘that this change from the love of pleasure, to the love 
of God, is usually gradual; and that a young convert, does not, 
generally speaking, gain so complete a victory over the world, at 
once. 

I proceed now to remark, that the faith of the gospel is not only 
our best preservative against the snares of prosperity, but that its 
blessed effects are equally conspicuous in adversity. It silences 
murmurss—it inspires contentinent and resignation;—nay it isa 
firm and effectual support in the midst of every calamity to which 
a believer can be exposed. Is the christian visited with sickness? 
he anticipates the period when pain and sorrow shal! for ever flee 
away. Is he oppressed dy poverty? he reflects on the treasure 


_which he possesses in heaven. Ishe deprivec of'a friend? he looks 


forward to the time, when he shall join the society of saints and 
angels. lashort, he knows and believes, “That all things shall 
work toyether for his good;* and that his light fliactions, w hich are 
but for a moment, shall work out for him, a far more exceeding, 
even an eternal weight of glory.” 

There is ove evil, however, which I have not yet mentioned, 
and which, te the people of this world, is the most formidable of 
all;—I mean Death. Now here it is, that the triumph of the evan- 
gelical principles is complete. [ allow inceed, that some weak 
christians, may, at such a trying pertod, be assaiied with unreason- 
able doubts and fears; but 1 am speaking cf these who are strong 
in faith, and they are enabled, even in the immediate prospect of 
dissolution, to give glory to God, They know in whom they have 
believed. They know, that, though utterly vile and worthless in 
themselves, they are “complete in Christ;"*j and relying on his 
mediation, they cau fearlessiy commit their souls into the hands 


of that merciful Creator, who has already pardoned, justified, and 


sanctified them. “Though their heart and flesh do faint and fail, 
they can lift up their hands with j joy, knowing that their redemption 
draweth nigh;”§ aud some of them can even : adopt the triumphant 
language of St Paul, “Qh death, where is thy sting? Oh grave, 
where is thy victory? ‘thanks be to God, who giveth us ; the victory, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.’ 

Thas my dear Catherine, have I endeavoured to describe to you, 
the life and the death of an eminent christian; and let me ask you 
would it not be desirable to lead such a life, and to die such a death, 
independently even of the eternal recompense of reward? Surely 


*Rom. viii. 28. +2 Cor.iv. 17. ${ Coloss.ii. 10. ¢ Luke, xxi. 26, 28. 
§# 1 Cer. xv. 55, 57. 
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a life of peace and joy, and a death of exultation and triumph are, 
in themselves, preferable to any thing which this world can bestow. 

But perhaps you will tell me, that you do not dispute this, but that 
you wish to know, how this faith is to be obtained? How it is 
possible for us frail mortals, surrounded as we are with the objects 
of time and sense, and with a great variety of temptations, thus 
to live above the world: thus to dwell among heavenly objects? I 
answer in the words of our Saviour; With men, this is impossible 
but with God, all things are possible.** “Draw nigh unto God, and 
he will draw nigh unto you.”+ There is no spiritual blessing 
whatever, but what may be obtained from the Almighty, by earnest, 

rsevering prayer. But when you pray, beware of formality. 
Many think, that when they have uttered before God, a set form of 
well-chosen words, they have done all that can be required of 
them: but I would not call! this praying. When you pray, you 
should use the same earnestness and importunity which vou would 
employ in requesting from an earthly friend, some favour which 
you had very much at heart—and be solicitous also for an answer 
to your prayers. Many pray without even thinking of an answer; 
and how can they expect to obtain one? Surely you would not be- 
stow a favour upon any one, who, the moment after having asked it, 
turned away without waiting forareply. Ifyou then w ould really 
desire to be renewed and sanctified, look up daily, I might almost 
say hourly, tohim who alone can effect this change; and examine 
carefully, and frequently also, into the state of your own mind, in 
order that you may ascertain, whether your prayers have been 
heard and answered. If you can perceive any symptoms of this 
blessed change in yourself, be thankful to God, and pray earnestly, 
that you may be renewed yet more and more; and pray to him 
in faith, believing that what you ask of himin the name of Christ, 
you shail in due time receiv e; and this will give vigour and alacrity 
to your prayers. 

I have sometimes thought that real christians, may be said to 

ssess an additional sense. They see what is invisible to others. 

ike Stephen, they behold with their mental eyes, “The heavens 
opened, and Christ sitting at the right hand of God,”} But we can 
no more confer on ourselves this additional sense, than we can 
aid to the number of our bodily senses. In fact, every conversion 
is so entirely brought about by the agency of tne spirit of God, 
that it may ‘be called a miracle; and ofly differs from the miracu- 
lous cures recorded in the gospels, in t this respect, that the latte: 
were outward miracles, whereas the former is au inward and invisi- 
ble one. 

But here I would remind you of what happened to the blind 
man who was seat to wash in the pool of Siloam, Though the 
miracle was performed by the power of our Saviour alone, “it was 
his pleasure that the blind man should use the means which he 
prescribed to him. Thus it is with us. Though God alone can 


* Matt. xix. 26. + James, iv, 8 } Acts, vii. 56. 
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convert us, we must not neglect the means of grace. The chief 
of these means, which is prayer, I have alrea'ly mentioned fo you, 
but I would wish to say a few words concerning the others. 

To prayer then, you should add a diligent study of the Bible. 
It is not enough to read it through, but you should study it care- 
fully. Endeavour to ascertain its meaning, an‘! for that purpose, 
compare one scripture with another, looking up to God for light 
and direction in this most beneficial exercise. You shou'd alse 
read frequentiy the work of evangelical writers; and hear, as often 
as you can, the sermons of evangelical preachers. The frequent 
perusal of religious books, is of the utmost consequence to those, 
who would wish to make - progress in the spiritual life; but I have 
long thought, that the writings and sermons of those, who treat 
merely of morality, are comparatively of little use. To the out- 
ward means add inward endeavours. Strive to believe—strive to 
attain toa realizing faith. 

To explain what I mean by this expression, [ will make use of a 
familiar comparison. You entertain no doubt, of course, that there 
is such an empire as that of China, but do not think of it perhaps 
above once a year. Very different are your feelings with regard 
to your sister Julia. I believe, I may venture to say, that not a day 
passes over your head, in which you do not think ‘of her; and that 
you frequently indulge, in pleasing anticipations, of what may pass 
between you when you meet again. I am far from condemning 
these feelings. They are amiable and commendible; but I beg to 
remind you, that there is one, to whom you are infinitely more 
obliged than you possibly can be to Julia; and ought to be as fre- 
quently the subject of your thoughits. Think of him, who expired 
in agonies, at the verv “mention of which human nature shudders, 
to atone for your sins. —Behold him, as it were, dying on the cross 
for youu—Then direct your thoughts to that place where he still 
liveth. to make intercession for you. Imagine the greatest and 
best of all beings, as looking dowa upon } you with an eye of inex- 
pressible benevolence; and ‘addressing you, in these most encourag- 
ing words, “Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, 
and | will give } you rest.”* and then ask yourself, whether there be 
any thing in this world, for which it would be worth your while, 
to turn your back upon such a Saviour, and to reject such gracious 
offers? 

But it is not enough that you think of these things now and then, 
or atdistant intervals. The oftener you think of “them, the more 
pleasure you will take in such meditations, and the more you will 
feel inclined to indulge in them again. I must add, however, that 

ou should not only think of what Christ has done for you, but also 
of what you ought to do for him. Endeavour to say with sincerity, 
as David did, **What shall I render to the Lord fur al! his Gihe- 
fits?”t—Let your looks to Jesus, bea look of gratitude, and of im- 
itation. Read with the utmost care, his life, his discourses, and 


* Matt. xi. 28. + Psal. exvi. 12. 
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the writings of his ay ost'es, in order that you may ascertain, how 
best toshow your grstitide; that you may learn how to live to him, 
who died for vou. In short, my dear Catherine, it is my earwest 
wish, and entreaty, that \ou would use all these means and endea- 
vyours;and use them immediately —“Behold! now is the accepted 
time, now is the day of salvation.’* He who promises pardon, 
doesnot promise to-morrow. and if you should now reject that hand, 
which is, as it were, stretched out to receive you, it May soon, 
(you know wot how soon!) be withdrawn for ever. I shall say no 
mere on this part of my subject—I have already extended this 
letter to a much greater length than | at first intended, but I felt 
upwilling to leave any thing unsaid, that [ thought might be of use; 
«Either te explain the doctrines of the gospel or to impress them 
upen your mind,” 

[am now about to conclude; but before I do so, I would wish to 
say a ‘ew words in order to obviate some objections which may per- 
haps oceur to yourself, or which may be sugested to you by others. 

‘The first of these which [shall notice is this: you may perhaps 
be told, that according to my system, you must always be thinking 
of religion: which 1s impessible. 

But this objection is founded on mistake. I readily allow, that 
it is impossible to be always thinking of religion, neither is it 
possible forthe learned to be always thinking of their books. Yet 
surely there isa very considerable difference, between a learned 
man aod an ignorant one; and to pursue the comparison a little 
further, though the learned may meet with many interruptions to 
their studies, they are apt to look upon those interruptions as trou- 
biesome, and they giadly return to their studies when they can. 
Thus it is also with the truly religious. 

Another objection which may perhaps may be made to my system, 
is, that itis tuo strict, and that all this strictness is not necessary. 
To this | would reply, can we make ourselves too sure of heaven? 
Is not St. Peter’s advice most wise and ratiunal, “to give all dili- 
gence to make our calling and election sure?+ Anerror on this 
side, can lead to no bad consequences whatever. An error on the 
other side, must be fatal and irretrievable. Besides every true 
christian remeinbers, **that he is not his own; that he is bought with 
a price,’’} with no less a price than the blood and the agonies of 
the Son of God; and this thought 1s of itself enough to set him free 
fer ever, from all absurd apprehensions of being too strict. 

But seme perhaps may tell you, thatif you lead sucha life as I 
have been describing, you will be singular and particular. To 
such, | would answer, that tne people of God are uniformly des- 
cr-bed in scripture, “As a peculiar people”||—we are told, That 
they are not of this world;)—that they love not the world;—that 
they are not conformed to the world;§ that they are crucified to 


2 Cor. vii 2. + 2 Pet. i. 10, 
1 Cor. vi. 19, 20; and vii. 23, ¢ Titus, ii. 14. 
| John, xv. 19; and xvii, 16. § Rom. viii. 29. 
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the world.°**—These are striking texts, But above all, I would 
wish vou seriously to consider, the very remarkable warded of our 
Saviour himself—“Enter ye in at the strait gate; for wide is the 
gute, and broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and many 
there be which go in thereat:—Because strait is the gate, and nar- 
row is the way “which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find 
it.t 

That you my dear Catherine, and every member of our family, 
may belong to that happy fews;—niay know by experience the 
change I have been describing:—and may rejoice in Christ Jesus, 
both in time and in eternity, 1s the sincere and earnest prayer, of 


your affectionate sister, 
HANNAH SINCLAIR, 


RELIGIOUS INVELLIGENCE. 
FOREIGN. 
a 


LATEST MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE, 


Extracted from London publications received at the Office of the 
Religious Intelligencer. 


In the course of our publication we have made our readers par- 
tially acquainted with the state of the mission at New Zealand, and 
the character of the natives. We copy the following notice from 
the missionary Register, as it i: troduces some further intelligence 
respecting the state and prospects of the mission. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


’ CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Departure of missionaries and New-Zealand chiefs from En- 
gland, 


On Tuesday the 15th of December, the Rev. John Butler with 
Mrs. Butler and two children. Mr. Francis Hall, James Kemp and 
his wife, and the young New-Zealand chiefs Too and ‘Teeterree, 
went down the river; and on Wednesday embarked on board the 
Baring, Captain Lamb, lying at Sheerness, bound for New South 
W ales. 

The committee felt great regret in parting with their New-Zeal- 
and friends, who had endeared tiiemselves, by their amiable and 
exemplary conduct, to all who had known them, during their ten 
months residence in this country. They wonld have gladly re- 
tained them longer, in order to their further préparation for be- 
coming useful to their own countrymen, but their health was so 
continually endangered by this climate, that their return became 
indispensable. Their views have been greatly enlarged in this 
country; and their affections much engaged to many triends both 
in London and in Shropshire. Much prayer has been offered, and 
will still be oifered, in their behalf; and it cannot but be hoped, by 


* Galat. xvi. 14. + Matt, vii. 13. 
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those who know them best, that they are under that gracious influ- 
ence, which will lead them willingly to promote the highest views 
ot the society with respect to their countrymen, and will prepare 
their own souls for everlasting felicity. 


State and prospects of the mission. 


A letter from the Rev. Samuel Marsden, dated Paramatta, May 
2, 1817, will shew the judicious measures adopted by him to ad- 
vance the civilization of these great islands. 

The Active sailed from Port Jackson on the 18thof last month, 
with Messrs. Carlisle and Gordon, and their families. Six New 
Zealanders, some of whom had been at Paramatta nearly a year 
and a half, accompanied them. 

I sent six head of horned cattle, at the same time; asthe intro- 
duction of cattle among the natives will be a great object to that 
country: and should any number of Europeans, at any future pe- 
riod, live among the native inhabitants, they will find them of the 
first importance. » 

A cow in this colony would have sold, since I resided in it, for 
one hundred pounds. Government have been_at a very heavy ex- 
pense, in bringing cattle from India, the Cape, and even from En- 
gland, to this Colony. I was so fully sensible of the incalculable 
advantages that cattle would be of to New Zealand, that | deter- 
mined to send some, jor breeding; and I shall, therefore, from time 
to time, send a few over, till there be a sufficient quantity to breed 
from. Milk, butter, beef, and labour, these cattle will soon pro- 
duce to the inhabitants, and if the number of settlers should be in- 
creased, they will greatiy promote their support and comfort. 

{ hope and pray that this object may succeed, and that New 
Zealand may soen become a civilized nation. I see no difficulties 
in the way, so far as the heathen themselves are concerned. If 
t ose who are employed in the work will only do their duty, hon- 
estly and faithfully, the work must prosper, whatever opposition 
may be raised against it. The greatest enemies of the gospel must 
acknowledge, that the natives of New Zealand are prepared for any 
instruction which the civilized world will bestow upon them, as 
they possess both talent and inclination for improvement. 

1 believe that the time is now come, for these nations to be call- 
ed into the outward church, at least. The way is clear; and divine 
goodness will provide the means for their instruction. 1 admit that 
many difficulties will De met with on all untried ground; and that 
the wisest men will sometimes mistake in their views of accomptish- 
ing their objects with respect to a nation which has had no inter- 
course with the civilized world: yet these difficulties will be over- 
come, under the blessing of God, by constant perseverance; and I 
have no doubt but that this will be the case, in the present instance, 
with regard to New Zealand. Time will make this matter more 
easy. The work is now begun: the foundation is now laid: and I 
hope we shall soon see the structure rise. 

Ihave directed Mr. Gordon to apply himself wholly to agricul- 
ture, till the settlement is independent of this colony for bread, 
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and till they have itin their power to give a little bread toa hun- 
gry native, and to feed the children in the school. When the 
chiefs come to understand the value of wheat, which they will soon 
do, the inhabitants will then turn from the habits of war to the prr- 
suits of agriculture; which will supply all their wants, and qill 
check that warlike spirit which they now possess. Those who 
have been at Paramatta, and have seen the advantages of bread 
often tell me what they will do when they return to their home. I 
shall greatly rejoice to hear that they have turned their attention 
to agriculture. They have taken over with them fruit trees of va- 
rious kinds; and have already got peaches in perfection. I think 
vines would do well, from the nature of the soil and climate. I 
shall, from time to time, send over different plants, as they may be 
useful at some fature day. 

A letter from Mr. W. Hall, dated Bay of islands; New Zealand 
June 10, 1817, speaks further on the same subject:— 

We must acknowledge, with regret, that, through a number of 
trials, privations, and crosses, before unknown to us, the great ene- 
mv did, in some measure, at the beginning gain his ends amoug us: 
but we can rejoice now, through the grace of God, that he has lost 
his ground very much; and not only among ourselves, but among 
the poor dark minded heathen also, who are around us. Some of 
them are living with us, who formerly used to break down our fen- 
ces, and abuse us, and steal and carry away every article they 
could get hold of. But now we can see a wonderful alteration in 
them: they are become quite familiar and sociable: they live 
among us, and work with us: and we can almosc say of some of 
them, that he that stole steals no more. 

Mr. Kendall has got a very good schoo!, and plenty of victuals 
and rewards for the children. He has also got Mr. Carlisle to as- 
sist him. The meang of instruction are now afforded; and, through 
the blessing of God upon them, the effect will show itself in time. 

Mr. King has made a rope-walk, and is teaching some of the na- 
tives to spin twine, and lay up small cords; and, by patience and 
perseverance, there is no doubt but they will improve. 

I am at present cultivating land for wheat, agreeably to Mr. 
Marsden’s instructions. I have kept five or six men at work these 
six months past; clearing ground, breaking up, and fencing. | vic- 
tual them constantly in my house, and pay them for their labour. 
I take the hue myself, and break up their fallow ground along with 
them. If I could as easily break up the fallow ground of their 
hearts, I should rejoice. 

I have got an acre and a half nearly fenced round, and ready for 
the seed; and, as soon as itis sown and finished, [ mean to teach 
the natives to saw timber. A beginning was made in that work 
when I was at Wytanghee, and they seemed to offer very weli; but 
they will require a great deal of patience and perseverance. 

But the Lord, whocould furnish a table in the wilderness, can 
supply His instruments with qualifications requisite for their work. 

He can, when he pleases, out of stones raise upchildren uito 
Abraham. But, as I expect nothing from man, and al! goud things 
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from God, I shall never be disappointed; because he does and will 
do al) things well,in his own way and time. 

Tam sileut with astonishment, when I think that so unwor thy an 
instrument as I should be employed in so great a work; but He, 
who made the world out of nothing. can, by any means which he 
may choose, raise up a seed to serve Him, and to call his name 
blessed. 

Mr. Kendall, ina letter to the secretary, dated Bav of Islands, 
July 14, 1817, speaks in a manner which will confirm the hopes 
of the society’s friends with respect to New Zealand. 

I have now been two years and nine montis among the New 
Zealanders; who, IT am happy to say, generally approve of the 
church missionary settlement being established upon their island, 
Their behaviour to the missionary settiers has been much better 
than we could reasonably expect, considering their condition, 
Our prospects of usefulness bid fairer every succeeding year. 

It will be, as you justly observe, a subjec ct for rejoicing to us all 
if it pleases God to enable us to break up alittle of the tallow 
ground.” This, [ expect, is all that will be done for some years 
to come: yet it is pleasing to observe the least improvement. 
When | first saw the New Zealanders, it made me doubt the pos- 
sibility of a faunly’s living among them in safety. | was led, howe- 
ver, contrary to my wish, to spend a hight on shore. The very 
kind manner in which they treated me, added to the many gra- 
cious promises contained in the word of God, encouraged me to 
repose in them still greater confidence, and to return with my fami- 
ly. I desire to bless God for the many merciful! interpositions of 
his Providence in my behalf: and especially for that which con- 
ducted me from my native village to Loadon; and, eventually hi- 
ther. 

It has pleased God, in His condescension, to give me work to 
do, and to make the path of duty plainer. day by day. The most 
cordial attachment subsists between me and the natives where I 
sojourn; aud, by his continued faithfulness, loving-kindness, and 
teuder nercy to me, a sinful worm, He inclines me to cherish the 
desire to give thanks to Him among the heathen, and to sing 
praises unto His name. 

When 1! reflect on the critical situation of our brethren in Africa, 
and how much they have suffered from the natives who have been 
stired up to oppose them, I cannot complain. I have, it is true, 
not been without my share of trials, in common with my colleagues, 
since the period of my arrival. My new situation has exposed 
me to various temptations and tr oubles; and the remains of a per- 
verse nature, from which I groan to be delivered, have tended to 
thwart my course; but I can place very little of our difficulties to 
the account of the natives. Their visits and importunities have 
occasionally, indeed, been tedious and disagreeable; -but they have 
never done to me or mine the least personal | injury. in truth, they 
have been very kind; and my partiality towards many of tiem 
gains strength, as [ acquire a knowledge of their language; and I, 
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and mine, and T may now say all my colleagues, live as quietly 
and comfortably as we ean expect to doin a heathen land. 

it will be very gratifying to all our friends to hear that we have 
hitherto had no trial in. consequence of wars among the natives, 
Not one native bas been killed near the Bay, to my knowledge 
since our arrival, 

Our two daughters, whom we left under the care of a pious friend 
at Port Jackson until we were properly settled here, are now with 
us. We have six children; and I bless God that my family, and 
all the settled, and children, are in a good state of health. This 
is a very healthful and agreeable climate. We suffer nothing 
from either excessive heat or cold. 


—b + Ge 


SOUTH SEA ISLANDS. 
Extract from the Journal of the missionaries at Eimeo, &c. 


July 28, 1817 —Held our usual meeting this evening. A great 
number of the natives were present. Various questions were pro- 
posed and answered, particularly on the duty of performing works 
of necessity on the Sabbath day. T'wo late occurrences gave rise 
to these inquiries; one of them was the illness of Pomare Vahine. 
It was inquired whether, in the case of extreme illness, it would 
be lawful to send for relations or friends from a distance, or to 
dispatch a.canoe for that purpose to another island. The other 
circumstance was as follews:—A man of Taiarabu had a canoe ly- 
ingonthebeach. The tide flowing higher than usual one Sabbath 
day, the canoe went adrift. A native who observed it, ran and 
told the owner of the canoe, who replied that it was the Sabbath 
day, and that he therefore thought it would be sinful for him to se- 
cure the canoe. The consequence was, that the canoe was lost. 
Brother Davies took this opportunity of expesins to the natives 
present, the difference between works of ordinary labour and those 
of necessity and mercy; and told them, with respect to the man 
in Taiarabp, that although his motive was good, he was mistaken 


as to the point of duty, ‘and that he ought to have secured his ca- 
noe. 


‘lug.4.—The place of worship being too small for the usual con- 
gr egation, has lately been enlarged. ‘It is now 64 feet by 22, yet it 


was filled to-day, and several stood on the outside. There must 
have been at least 600 persons present, whose attention was very 
encouraging. Brother Davies had some interesting conversatioa 
with Tino, who was formerly a famous prophet, and an enemy to 
the missionaries and their religion. ‘Tino spoke his mind freely; 
confessed what a wicked man he had formerly been; and acknow!- 
edged the goodness of God in sparing him and giving him te knew 
his word. 
12.—This morning a Paumotuan, a native of the is!and ef Anna, 
called Teaufati, came to Brother Davies to ask liis advice. He 
said that he had heard by means of men on board captain Wal- 


ker’s vessel, that Moorea, mentioned in our Journal of April 22, 
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and those who went with him had been diligently employed in 
teaching their idolatrous countrymen what they knew of the word 
of the true God, and with such success that the whole of the island 
of Anna had renounced heathenism, except one district, of which 
Moorea was a native. Teaufati expressed a strong desire to go 
and teach his countrvmen. This man has attended brother Davies 
a long while as a scholar, can read and spell, knows his catechism, 
and hasgonducted himself with propriety ever since he has made a 
profession of christianity. 

Sept. 8.—After dismiss'ng the school this afternoon brother Davies 
attended the funeral of a man from Faa,in Otaheite, who had been 
brought over here to receive medical advice. A _ considerable 
number of people attended, whom brother Davies addressed at the 
grave. and concluded as usual with prayer. The natives uni- 
versally expect religious services on occasion of the interment of 
those among them who have professed chystiamty. When funer- 
als occur at a distance from the missionary stations, one of the 
natives usually prays at the grave. These occasions present ex- 
cellent opportunities for impressing upon their minds many so- 
lemn truths: and it seems to be well understood among them every 
where, that these services are intended for the living and not for 
the dead. 


——D + a 


‘REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. S. Pillbury, dated, Hebron, 
V. H. December 2, 1818. 


The Lord is pleased to visit us, in the region where I dwell, with 


_ refreshing showers of grace. We have had a long and tedious win- 


ter; but. blessed! be God, the spring has come at “Jast. The work 
broke out in Greton, a town adjoining this, early last spring, in a 
congregational society. [t soun mase its appearance in this place. 
Backsliders have been reclaimed, and a number have been hopefully 
transiated from nature’s darkness into God’s marvellous light. 
The association last September at Lime, was made a great blessing 
to that people. A reformation soon made its appearance; and the 
work, | hear, has been very powerful, and pretty extensive for the 
time. Within a tew days I learn that an awakening has been be- 
gun in Dorchester, about eight or ten miles from where I dwell, 
and that appearances are very encouraging. [ have heard of some 
other places in this region, where appearances are favourable. 
Surely this is the Lord’s ‘doing, and it is marvellous ix our eyes! 

ji Latter Day Luminary. 
Extract of a Letter to the Editor of the Boston Recorder, dated 

Hallowell, Me. Feb. 23, 1819. 


I feel some regret that so little news is received at your office, 
respecting the great things of religion in this eastern heritage. | 
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am unable to give you particulars. I shall merely state, thata new 
revival commenced at Bath, some time since, and progressed very 
happilys and between 30 and 40 had obtained a hope. In Chester- 
ville, west from this place, a revival also commenced not long 
since: and as the Rev. Jotham Sewell was absent on a mission, one 
of our neighbouring ministers went thither, and assisted in the 
work. When I last heard from that place, more than 30 had ob- 
tained a hope, and the work was said to be powerfully progressing. 
On the east side of us,in Palermo, about 20 miles distant, and in a 
number of towns, including Montville, the westerly part of Bel- 
fast, &c. a good work bas for some time been carrying on, and many 
brought to bow to the mild sceptre of the Prince of peace. It is 
said, “that there has been a glorious work carrying on in about a 
doden of towns, beginning with Cornville, and extending to Million 
Acres, so called: even to the upper settlements—and we learnt, 
some time since, that there were thought to be at least 200 real 
converts, and numerous others in various stages of conviction. 
Thus you see that we are almost surrounded with revivals, and 
may with propriety say, “What hath God wrought?” 


> ¢ 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


FROM THE BOSTON RECORDER. 
PARENTAL FAITHFULNESS REWARDED. 


We have solicited permission to publish the following letter re- 
ceived by a Clergyman in a neighbouring State, from his own Daugh- 
ter, as it exhibits at once the efficacy of Divine grace in subduing 
the enmity of the natural heart, and a most gratifying instance of 
the reward which frequently attends parental faithfulness and per- 


severing prayer. 
Oct. 26, 1818. 


I hope, my dear Father, you will pardon the manner I now take 
of communicating a desire which presses with much weight upon 
my mind. Though fully sensible of my own unwor thiness of such 
a privilege, yet it is my most ardent desire to profess my faith io 
that Redeemer, who, I humbly trust, has permitted me to hope in 
his bound!ess mercy. I have been w aiting in silence, hoping that 
you or some one would introduce the conversation; but thus far 
have waited in vain, and considering it criminal any longer to con- 
ceal from you my real feelings, have resorted to pen and paper, as 
the easiest method of conveying my ideas on the subject. 5e evi- 
dently does it appear to be my duty, that, with your approbation, 
J wish next Sabbath publicly to devote myself to the service of that 
God, whose Iam, and whom I will serve. 

You will probably wish to knuw, when my mind was first serious- 
ly impressed. Living, as I have, in this highly favoured land of 
Gospel instruction, I can never remember the period when I was 
destitute of some serious reflections. The thonghts of death and 
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‘judgment ever-alarmed me! and though I endeavoured to avoid 


‘stich gloomy ideas, yet amidst the gayest hours of my life, they 
would point like daggers atmy peace. Oh, sir! I have frequently 
exhibited a “face of pleasure, with a heart of pain.” The deaths 
of my dear brothers I considered as warnings of the uncertainty of 
life, yet had no heart to improve the suleran admonition. . 1 knew, 


“yet never felt, that Iwas a sinner. «I knew not that [ possessed 


such aheart of opposition to God and the friends ef God, as eXpe- 
rience has convinced me I did: nor was I ever sensible of feeling 


“opposed to christians, because they were such, until the last 


awakening. During the awakening T was absent; yet after I re- 


turned Home: a number were added to the dhierche, and then I felt 


distressed. ‘The last winter I passed in B. after my cousins M. 
and S. experienced retigion, I found it very difficult to conceal my 
contempt for the part they had acted, and my opposition. to every 
thing of a religious nature. Respect for my parents and friends 
oper ‘ated as a restraint upon my mind, for 1 was ashamed to expose 
myself. 

‘Last season at F. I. had many, very many solemn reflect:ons. 
Several circumstances tended to produce t hem; and finally, to qui- 
et my conscience, I resolved, if ever L returned home, to attend 
immediately to religion. Bat alas! I had still to learn by sad ex- 
perience, the deceitfulness of my wicked heart. My resolution 
disturbed me af times after my return; but as { felt no inclination 
to attend then, still deferred it. Atthe time the awakening com- 
meuced at W. it aroused me from my lethargic state, and the > death 
of my triend S. L. about that time, I conceiv ved to be a warning to 

me “to be sica ready.” Here too the sovereignty of God excited 
My opposition—brother G. was taken, and I felt inyself neglected; 
for I thought myself equally deserving of the divine favour. © The 

visit at W. served to increase my hatred for every thing of a reii- 
gious vature: for my own credit I dare not act out all the feelings 
of my sinful heart. I shudder while adding that some of tie per- 
sous who there addressed us in meetings, were objects of my deri- 
Sion; though conscious they were right, and in my heart I eiivied 
them their hap, iness. My visit in ‘B. though it served to. divert 
my mind, aifurded me no “pleasure. And when at my, return, | 
found sick .ess had” arrested one I esteemed. an additional weig'it 
Seemed to oppress my mind:—but what I then viewed as an afflic- 
tion, has since appeared as an infinite mercy. O yes sir, b, now 
fiud that “oi ali my mercies, this stands the highest, that my heart 
has Uied.” My heart has been so awfully hardened, that neither 
judgisents nor mercies could heretofore make auy lmpression, aud 

can | call that an affliction which in mercy was intended to show 
me the vanity of terrestrial happiness, and break those ties which 
fastened me to earth, that henceforth they. mugut be, fixed 02 
heaven? For by this affliction { was led to see the necessity of an 
interestin Clirist, of equal importance for him and myseli. 

Though at times, through the summer, | could appear matteotive 
to the concerns of eternity, and resisted the strivings of the Holy 
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Spirit, and disregarded the invitations of a dying Savivurs; yet eve- 
ry sermon I heard has been a dagger at my heart. Yet still [ was 
unwilling to accept of salvation on the terms of the Gospel. Never 
was I so sensible of my enmity to God, as the Sabbath you preach- 
ed from these words, “They hated me without a cause.” I felt 
that I did hate God, and was left without excuse. I knew I had 
violated his law, and must suffer the punishment of my sins, with- 
out accusing any one but myself. Eknew I felt that God would 
be perfectly just in making me for ever miserable; and L could not 
fee! willing to surrender myself into his hands: nor did I, until the 
following Friday evening; when, I trust, | was made willing to re- 
nounce my own righteousness, to surrender myself unreservedly 
nto his hands, to be disposed of at his pleasure, for time antl eter- 
nity. ‘The only hope I could expect would flow from the cross of 
a dying Saviour: at the foot of that cross IL resolved to perish inter- 
ceding for mercy, Then [ think I first felt peace, and was willing, 
yea happy, to cast all my cares upon God, and leave my triends with 
him, kaowing that he is able and willing to save, and in every view 
of every anticipated scene of affliction, to know no will but the will 
of Heaven. Here I have looked, here [ trust [ have found support 
through the most trying scene of my life.—L have now done with 
happiness below, and all I wish is, to perform my duty with con- 
scientiousness, to rely on Christ as my Almighty friend, and be in 
continual preparation for that happy hour which shall release from 
earth and transmit to a better, brighter world, your truly aflection- 
ate daughter. M. 


a 


MELANCHOLY DEATH OF A PROFANE SEAMAN. 
FROM THE RETROSPECT, 


G. H. was one of the crew of the P ; he was a most noto- 
rious thief, drankard, and profane blasphemer; he seldom escaped 
more than six or eight weeks without being flogged, on some of 
which occasions he frankly told the officers they had better pro- 
eure his éxecution, as he should never reform. 

Dreadfuily severe as some of his punishment had been, yet they 
availed nothing. ‘Time and experience only confirmed the truth of 
his assertions—he never did reform. His was a life, not only of 
sin, but of hateful sin; hateful even in the estimation of other sin- 
ners.—It was one unvarying round of oaths and falsehood, of theft, 
drunkenness, and punishment, until the time the ship was stranded. 
When that event happened, a part of two days and one night were 
experided in great and laborious exertions by every officer and man 
on board, as was supposed. But it afterwards appeared, that, 
while the rest of the crew were labouring to save the wreck, G. H. 
had foand means to enter one of the oflicer’s store rooms, and also 
succeeded in enticing a clownish tandsman (who had lately volun- 
teered in the service) to bear himcompany. There they concealed 
aiid drank themselves senseless, and slept till the exertioas of 
their comrades were relisquished as fruitless, and the vessel wax 
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abandoned to its fate. When they awoke from sleep, the cold, at 
length, restored their senses, and roused them from their skulking 
place to discover their situation, as the sole and uncomfortable 
possessors of his majesty’s ship’ P——, now lying on its side, bilg- 
ed and surrounded with ice. 

Having succeeded in kindling a fire and being somewhat warm- 
ed and refreshed, G. H. proceeded to examine such of the cabins, 
drawers, and officer’s trunks as were accessable. Plundering was 
always his delight; but now the abundance of stuff distressed his 
mind, since he could carry off so little in comparison with the much 
that must be left behind. To travel, with a trunk or load, over the 
rugged mass of ice that surrounded the wreck, was impracticable; 
but he determined to carry off as much as possible, ‘To this end, 
he put on several shirts, and various other articles of wearing ap- 
pare!, completing his equipment with one of the captain’s uniform 
coats, mounted with epaulets. A pair of large plated candlesticks 
next fell in his way, which he mistaking for silver, determined to 
save, if he saved himself. Being now tolerably weil laden, and 
having again drank fron the wine cases, he and his companion 

uitted the wreck, without knowing whither they were going, and, 
indeed, without understanding the nature and time of the tide. 
The consequence was, that soon after they left the vessel, they 
found the ice in motion, and themselves scarcely able to proceed 
in any direction. G. H's. difficulties were of course much increas- 
ed by the load of clothes ou his back, as wellas the lumber in his 
hands: but he seemed utterly insensible to every thing except sa- 
ving his pillage, and giving vent to his reprobate, and n w more 
than usually enraged mind, Oaths, dreadful oaths aud curses con- 
tinued to be poured forth from his lips, until one of the massy pie- 
ces of ice, on which he stood, clave uader him, from the concussien 
of the surrounding mass of ice then in motion, and he descended 
with his plunder in his hands, and his oaths on his tengue—and 
the ice closed upon him, and he was seen no more.—The poor 
landsman, who, at a sail distance, witnessed and escaped his fate 
was exceedingly shocked at what had happened; nor was he much 
less terrified under the apprehensions of his own danger. He saw 
no prospect of escape by land; and, indeed there was not, at that 
time, any refuge from impending destructioa, but what the wreck 
itself afforded. ‘hither, a gracious Providence directed his atten- 
tiou, and, contrary to all huinan expectation, enadled him to regain 
it before the night closed upon him. Here he continued for four 
or five days, until he was rescued from 4is solitary and dreary 
abode by some of the crew who remained at an island near the 
wreck; to them, with much honest simplicity, he related the fore- 
going particulars of himself, aod the unnappy G. H. be 
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